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DIVE 2002 - BIRMINGHAM

For those of you who did not make it to the Dive Show at Birmingham over the weekend of 12/13 October, the BSAC enjoyed a fantastic show!  The Mailshop part of the stand was inundated with requests to purchase the new Diver Training material.  This was enthusiastically received by all and the feedback has been very positive!  

If your branch has not yet purchased your copy of the new Diver Training material, then please contact the Mailshop and they will be happy to discuss the new training products with you on 0151 350 6222. 

Also at the show was the Rebreather Try Dive pool.  This is another area that seems to go from strength to strength and as usual, people had to be turned away such is it's popularity.

Many thanks to Northern Diver and Typhoon International for kindly supporting the BSAC with diving equipment used by the public in the pool. 

The BSAC Travel Club was eagerly received by many travel companies who wish to be included in this exciting new website project.  All membership secretaries have been sent a BSAC Travel Club poster so please do ensure that these are promoted in your Clubhouse.

Why not visit the BSAC Travel club website at www.bsactravelclub.co.uk

DIVING OFFICERS' CONFERENCE

 The next major event on the BSAC calendar is of course the Diving Officers' Conference taking place at the Institute of Education, Bedford Way, London WC1 on Saturday 7th December 2002.  Please ensure that all DO's and Instructors are encouraged to attend.  Ticket application forms are enclosed and an information sheet on the events of the day.  The application forms can also be found on the BSAC website at www.bsac.org.


The programme for DOC promises to be exciting and informative with presentations from Brian Cumming - BSAC Incidents Advisor, Maggie Cowing - NDC Advisor and Penny Glover - Rebreather Working Party to name but a few.  We are sure there will be something to suit everyone.

If you require any more booking forms or further information on the Diving Officers' Conference, please call Sandra Reynolds at BSAC HQ on 0151 350 6221 or email her at sandrar@bsac.com.

CALLING ALL BSAC UNIVERSITY DIVING CLUBS

For the last two years, an organisation called ‘Our World Underwater Scholarship Society’ has been offering a unique scholarship for scuba divers.

The scholarship is specifically aimed at new university graduates who have a keen interest in pursuing a career in the marine world. The scholar is provided with equipment, funding and support for one year, during which time they are able to travel around the world, working with experts in various marine-related areas. Past scholars have worked with the best cameramen, instructors, archaeologists and biologists, to name but a few. 

The scholarship is funded by Rolex, and supported by Northern Diver, MARES, DAN Europe, Diver magazine and Light and Motion video housing. 

The selection panel is now looking for candidates for the 2003-2004 scholarship. For further information, go to the website www.owuscholarship.org.  The website contains an application form, and the journals of the scholars, including this year’s scholar Richard Somerset. 

The scholarship is an incredible opportunity, and not to be missed. The final application date is 30th November. 

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 2003

The Programme of Events for 2003 is now available.  A copy will be enclosed with the December issue of Dive magazine. All members should receive their own copy.  If you would like additional copies please contact either Gaynor or Julie on 0151 350 6259 or 6255.  The new Safe Diving Practices are also available electronically on the BSAC website at http://www.bsac.org/techserv/sdp.htm.

SAFE DIVING PRACTICES

Copies of Safe Diving Practices are also now available.   If you would like to obtain these for your branch members  please contact either Trina or Sandra on 0151 350 6201 or 6257.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP

A decision has been taken by BSAC Council to increase the Life Membership fee to £500.00 for full diving members and £250.00 for abated, which I think you will agree is still good value for money.   This increase will take effect from Friday 1st November 2002. 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS

Please note, as previously notified, that as of the 1st August 2002, all membership subscriptions received at headquarters, regardless of renewal date, must be paid at the subscription rates effective from 1stMay 2002.   

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank those branches who are now making sure their members’ diver grades are being updated at headquarters.   These come in various ways, either email from branch, members’ update form on the website, members’ renewal forms or the branch are sending in a list of their members with all diver grades.  Please keep up the good work.

CHRISTMAS GOODIES

It is that time of year when we are all thinking of what to buy for Christmas.  Why not take a gander at the enclosed Christmas flyer to see what is available from our Mailshop. I am sure you will find there is something for everyone.   Please note that to ensure delivery, within the UK, before Christmas, orders will need to be received by Monday 16th December.  For orders received from overseas members, please check with our mailshop department for last posting date on 0151 350 6222 or 6224.

FABER CYLINDERS

NOT SUITABLE FOR MIXED GAS

It has come to the attention of the Technical Department that some diving cylinders manufactured by FABER have a new system of stamping that makes them unsuitable for Nitrox or Trimix use.

The cylinders have UN1002 or CE1002 stamped on the shoulder, black & white quarters and ‘AIR – BREATHING APPARATUS’ stamped underneath.

We have been advised that if they have this stamp on the shoulder, indicating they are dedicated to AIR use, they cannot be used for Nitrox or Trimix gas mixes.  Sticking a Nitrox or Trimix label over this stamping is not permitted since any label stuck onto a cylinder must not obscure any stamping marks.

FABER have been advised of this situation and hopefully future batches will not have the ‘intended contents’ stamped on the cylinder.

BOOK OF THE MONTH

Oxygen First Aid for Divers

John Lippmann and 

Trevor Davies

£9.99


The on scene management of diving emergencies by providing oxygen first aid is an area of critical importance for all divers. Oxygen First Aid for Divers provides a wealth of information on resuscitation and oxygen administration equipment and techniques. Although this book has been targeted at divers, much of this material may be suitable for other pre-hospital oxygen providers.

Order from the Mailshop on 0151 350 6222/6224 or via the BSAC Website at www.bsac.org/shop.
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