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Training Officer Talks................
Hi everyone

“So what’s been happening in the Manta Training School this year?” I hear you ask – well, absolutely heaps and stacks and piles actually (in case you’d missed all the activity on Wednesday nights since the start of the year).

You may recall that we had 6 intrepid trainees join the club last November?  I’m pleased to report that all of them have completed their Club Diver training and Clare, Bananas and Laurent are fully certified Sports Divers too.  Well done to Claire, Sabrina, Banana Dave, Laurent, Simon and Rocket for all their hard work and enthusiasm.

So what did we get upto this year? Well, we had a very entertaining trip to Salcombe at Easter weekend (and huge thanks to John, Jeff and Alastair for helping me to run the weekend so smoothly) – we planned 8 dives over 3 and a half days, including a night dive, to some of the south coast’s best diving hotspots.  We’d run the RIB in, got all the gadgets we thought we’d need and even gave the trainees some additional training on how to use a drysuit so they wouldn’t freeze diving in the Channel at the end of March.  And surprisingly, not even 0.5m visibility, leaking dry suits and faulty boat engines has put them off too much yet!

This was followed by another rather eventful trip to Portland – more awful viz, cold water and poor weather.  In fact, after what turned out to be our last dive of the weekend, we surfaced into conditions not unlike a scene from “A Perfect Storm” – perhaps a bit too exciting!!  Since then we’ve introduced these intrepid trainees some of the better diving the UK coast has to offer from Swanage and Poole – thank goodness!!

We’ve also had six new cross-over divers join the club; Cath, Jo, Lynda, Andrew and Lisa and Ibrahim.  All have joined Manta with plenty of experience of diving abroad and are now convinced that they want to try this diving in UK waters lark!  Let’s make them all feel welcome and encourage them to do lots of diving next season!  And well done to Andrew, Cath and Lynda for completing their Sports Diver training.

On top of all that, we’ve also been busy with some of the more experienced certifications – congratulations are also due to Chris McTernan for completing his Dive Leader and to Alastair Craig for completing his Advanced Diver.  This last is the highest certification attainable within the branch and Alastair’s achievement is to be applauded.  We also have three more divers who are only one or two dives away from attaining the same – great news for the Club.  Lastly, congratulations to Paul Devine for completing his Open Water Instructor certification – more great news for all the members that want some training

We’ll be looking at some skill development courses for later in the year too – again let me know if there’s anything in particular that you fancy.  At the moment, high on the list are Search and Recovery, Boat Handling and Marine Life Identification, so let me know if you are interested.

This is the last TO Talks report I’ll be writing – I have decided to pass the gauntlet to Steve Hawkins this year after 3 years of hard work and fun.  Thank you to everyone that has helped me with training during this time, to all my Instructor team for their patience and time, to Peter for looking after training trip bookings for me, to Paul for being quick to pay training bills and last but not least to John, who has found out the hard way that being the TO’s other half, actually means being the Assistant TO!!  And thanks to all of you for being such great trainees over the last three years!!

See you all soon…..hopefully outside the classroom!!

Caroline
