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Diving Safety Devices

A review of the equipment, procedures and gadgets available to Manta members to increase dive Safety
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Diving presents risks or injury or death to those taking part. Through training, knowledge, common sense and equipment those skills can be minimised. Let’s take a look at the equipment that can lower the risks
Pre Dive

Hydration: Have you drunk enough? Of the right stuff?
Medication: Will it effect you? seasickness and decongestants are worst offenders
Dive Planning: The most important thing and the best way to ensure your safety
Buddy Check: The ultimate equipment safety check

Extra D rings:

Suit Pockets or bags:

Tool Kit: Tighten a leaky hose
Spares Kit: Spare straps, O rings, cable ties, mouthpiece etc
Descent

Bubble Check: Stop at 6m, stop and look up
Deco Tags: Are you still on the wreck?
During the dive

Communication
Slate & pencil: Cheap and easy to use if the pencil works!


Magnadoodle: Very easy to use and fun

Location
Buddy Line: Simple and a good safety aid

Lights: Main Torch, Backup lights
Strobes: Good for underwater use as well as on surface
Colour: Black may say “Navy SEAL” on the surface!!
Surface Marker Buoy: Does the boat know where you are?
Clickers, Rattles etc: 

Reels: Distance, Penetration, Search
Knives & Cutters
Knives: Big or small? location? Material?
Shears:  Heavy duty or lightweight?
Z knifes / Slashers: For nets
Redundancy

Single Points of Failure: What are yours?

Bail Out: Do you carry any? Do you rely on your buddy

Rough Guide 1litre for every 10m depth Minimum
Instrumentation:

Ascending
Definitely going up
DSMB: Usual UK method. Manual or Auto?
Upline: US method, not very green!
Drop Line: Mid water deployment

Speed Control
Dive Bubbles: Only in the US!
Decompression stops
Fluid

In: Drinks

Out: P valve or nappies?
Crowding 

Jon Lines

Boredom

0’s & X’s: No equipment needed

Games: VR3, the future?
Books: Paperbacks do work
Problem

Second DSMB: Yellow? Slate?
On the surface
Staying together
Maintain Contact: buddy or Jon line

Can the boat find me

Visual:

SMB: You’ve just used it to ascend
Hood: Silly but works
Flag: Very visible
Fins: Always have them
Audible:

Whistle: Simple, you do have one don’t you?
Screamer: Very effective
Adrift
Flares: Need looking after
Dye: Simple and cheap
EPIRB: The ultimate
Strobe/torch: Works well
Reflective material: Simple and cheap
Back on the boat
Warmth
Heat Packs: Disposable

Wind proofs: 

Latest Research

Activity: Don’t sleep or snooze, remain mobile
Medical:

First Aid Kit: Diver specific
Vinegar: For stings
Fluid: Rehydrate

Oxygen Kits: Club O2 kits or any CCR rebreather
Post Dive
Safety Card: With contact numbers
DAN: http://www.daneurope.org/

