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Welcome to the new look Manta Newsletter
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Just a brief introduction from myself, the newly elected Manta Mag editor, Cath Shafto. I've tried playing around with the format a bit from previous mags to make it a little more PC friendly. I've also tried to include a mixture of articles in this mag - aimed at all the clubs' members from novices and new subscribers to those wishing to experiment with new technology. Not forgetting all the regular "What's On" type stuff as well. 

Any feedback on content and format from you, the readers, is always welcome and, of course, keep those contributions coming in for the next edition.

There have been a few changes from past mags, mostly due to the fact that a lot of the information can now be found on the website as well. Our webmaster, Stephen Hawkins, has done an excellent job of creating an easy to use and informative site so please use it to the full. Check out the website for the latest on dive reports, training schedules and member contact details (which are password protected).

The 2002/2003 Manta Divers Committee
Chairman - Mick Johns

(chairman@mantadivers.org.uk)

I’m Mick Johns and I joined Manta Divers in 1991 as a Novice and, with the club's help, have progressed up to Advanced Diver and Club Instructor. I have held many committee posts including Treasurer, and Secretary, my current role being Chairman. Manta Divers runs a full and varied program of dives, including at least one overseas trip each year. Like many in the club I manage to achieve a good number and variety of dives each year.

Diving Officer - Grahame Pembleton 


(divingofficer@mantadivers.org.uk)

I joined the club in the spring of 1984 and I am now the longest serving active member of Manta Divers. Thus, I suppose I am one of the unofficial ‘memories’ of tall stories and famous events that have happened in the club. I have served on the committee in many guises over the years – Treasurer, Equipment Officer, Diving Officer, Training Officer, Dive Bookings Co-ordinator and now DO again – so I am usually to be found sticking my oar into club business somewhere. I am an Advanced Diver & Advanced Instructor, and I still enjoy teaching even after all these years. I love diving in Britain as well as abroad; some of my favourite sites in Britain are Hat Rock, Hand Deeps & the Farnes, as well as big open wrecks like the James Barrie in Scapa. Usually, I am to be found underwater with either a camera in hand or a trainee in tow; I rarely dive without one or the other – why make diving easy?

Training Officer - Stephen Hawkins (aka Diver Mole) 

(trainingofficer@mantadivers.org.uk)
Hi, I've been diving since I was 11 and joined the BSAC in 1978. I've done nearly 3000 dives now. I was training officer and Diving officer at Chelsea/Queen Mary and Kings Colleges (University of London SB123) for 12 years in the 80's and now am established at Manta. The diving here is adventurous and will improve your skills. My job is to make available to you the training you require to progress and meet you diving needs. So if you require anything from a PADI crossover, to drysuit, Oxygen, Sport, Dive leader or advanced training I'm the person you should come and see am an active Rebreather diver and run a large web site devoted to the Inspiration (Diver Mole)
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Equipment Officer - Paul Devine (equipmentofficer@mantadivers.org.uk)
Hi I'm Paul, or more commonly known as "SPUD"! I've been a member of Manta Divers since I started diving six years ago, and the Equipment Officer for the last four. I tend to get all the great jobs like running 14 tanks to the local dive store for filling, making sure the trainees know how to empty water from inside their stab jackets, and tidying up the store at the end of the night. I’m also the first person that people grab when club kit is missing, or not working!! I've dived in all the usual spots in England (except the Farne Islands), including Wales, Scapa Flow, St. Kilda, Baltimore (in Ireland), plus Gozo, L'Estartit and Tenerife in warmer waters.

Boat Officer - John Trumper

(boatofficer@mantadivers.org.uk)
My Name is John Trumper and I have been Boat Officer for 2 years. We used to have 2 Zodiac inflatables but this year upgraded these in to a fantastic 6m Humber rib. My job is to over see storage, maintenance and upgrades to the club boat. I have been an active member of Manta Divers for over 6 years.

We have taken the boat out of Poole, Swanage and Portland and even been as far as the southern side of the Isle of Wight.

Diving from the boat is currently set at £18 per day for 2 dives and we can take up to 8 divers although 6 gives us loads more space.

Treasurer - Caroline Brown  

Hi, I've just been elected this year as Club Treasurer for the first time, having spent the last three years as Training Officer. Hopefully this role will be a little less demanding, although I won't get my hopes up just yet. Have been a member of Manta for four years and thoroughly enjoy it - it's a very sociable club with lots to do, and generally everyone mucks in to help. 

Dive Bookings Co-ordinator - Peter Holway  (expeditionofficer@mantadivers.org.uk)
Hi , I am Peter, my role on the committee in Manta Divers is to co-ordinate the club's dive trips. At the beginning of the new dive season there is usually a great demand for dive trips by all clubs, therefore, we have found it a good policy to contact dive boat owners / skippers towards the end of the season and make provisional bookings for the following year. This ensures the trip is booked on the best tides, usually.

The trips are published yearly in the season to give reasonable time for members to make provisions in their diaries to consider a trip. Three months prior to the trip a notification is 

made to the manta list inviting members to book on a trip(s). If unfortunately the trip cannot be attended then that 'drop-out' is liable for selling their space on, or the payment in full, less air costs. The club rib trips are booked in the same way. A daily charge plus a share of the fuel costs is made.

Secretary - Alastair Craig (secretary@mantadivers.org.uk)
Hi. I’m Alastair; your friendly secretary, and I have been enjoying membership of Manta Divers since 1997. Before this I drifted around the UK as a Sport Diver having learnt to dive at a commercial school in Exmouth in 1992. Since joining Manta I have been turned into an Advanced Diver and Club Instructor. The club’s healthy dive calendar has given me opportunity to dive some of the best sites the UK has to offer, from the Orkney Islands to Cornwall. I’ve even been tempted away from ‘Blighty’ to warmer water, with the club usually running at least one trip abroad each year. 

Magazine Editor - Catharine Shafto

I am one of Manta's newest committee members, having been with the club for less than a year. I joined the club as a PADI crossover student in April 2002, having done my Open Water PADI course in Australia. Most of my diving to date has been in more tropical waters outside the UK including Thailand, Belize and Egypt but I'm looking forward to adapting to dry-suit diving and checking out those south coast wrecks. 

One of the great things about joining Manta has been the high standard of training and instruction provided by the club's expert instructors.

Social Secretary - Dave Wright (socialofficer@mantadivers.org.uk)
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Dave in action….

Assistant Equipment Officer – Andrew Bradford
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By Mick Johns

Yet another year over then, and I'm still not the oldest in the club. Those who attended the recent AGM will have heard the individual reports from last years' committee and I would like to take the opportunity on behalf of all of you to thank them for the excellent work done last year. Also I would particularly like to thank those of last year's committee who have stood down, or changed roles, for their efforts over the years. 

With committee members stepping down it has meant a change and I would like to welcome Alastair Craig as Secretary, Catharine Shafto as Magazine Editor and Andrew Bradford as assistant Equipment Officer. Also, Caroline has now taken on responsibility as Treasurer in place of Paul Chambers whose work has meant a move to Reading. New committee members always bring new ideas which is very welcome but, without become even more of a bore, I would like to stress that without contributions and help from the rest of the club the committee roles are more difficult, not least that of  Magazine Editor. Please keep articles and contributions coming to continue to make the magazine worthwhile for all.

Last year saw another full dive program with lots of variety of UK diving without incidents, which is always good news; I hope that, in 

part, this is due to the positive attitude the club took to the incident level for the previous year, but also that, individually, we have learned lessons. 

I am aware that we made some mistakes last year on the dive program, with a particularly ambitious program towards the end of the year, and we intend to learn from these mistakes. We also saw the arrival of our new RIB and one of the changes for next year is to make even more use of the RIB for non-training diving. Whilst hard boat dives have been booked, plenty of space has been left for RIB dives. There is always scope for more so please volunteer to help organise trips.
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Also looking forward to next year, the AGM agreed 2 changes to the way we pay for dives, mainly to help solve the age-old problem of cash flow. We have always sought to use club funds for the benefit of the members and will continue to do this through advance funding of dive trips etc. However, with the increasing cost of diving and demands for full payment on booking by boats and accommodation, for the future the club will require the full cost of the trip to be paid (or a reasonable estimate if the precise amount isn’t known in advance) on booking by members. Also, given that the dive coordinator often struggles to reconcile the cost of trips because getting final information from the trip organiser can take time, the AGM recommended that a £20 ‘gas levy’ also be collected at the time of booking trips and any overpayment will be refunded later – at least we should be able to ensure the monies paid out by the club are fully covered and this should assist cash flow.

Well, yet again, the Manta Christmas do approaches and the time of excess food and alcohol beckons. As ever I wish you all a good Christmas and look forward to another year of safe diving in 2003.
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By Stephen Hawkins

Imagine a twinset of 3 litre cylinders that gives you the same dive time as a twinset of 50 litres and weighed less than twin 10’s. That heated the air as you breathed and kept it moist. That changed the gas composition in real time to give you the perfect mix for decompression and finally didn’t produce any noisy bubbles to scare the fish away. Sounds like a divers dream doesn’t it, well dream no more, these systems have existed for several years and are regularly used by members of Manta divers.

What I have just described is a rebreather. In fact rebreathers have been around for hundreds of years and are a much older design than the open circuit SCUBA equipment familiar to us all. They all use a CO2 scrubber material to filter out the exhaled Carbon Dioxide while recirculating your gas in a loop and adding fresh breathable gas in some way

There are 2 main types of rebreather available:

The Semi Closed Circuit Rebreather: Examples are the Dräger Dolphin and the Azimuth. In these examples the unit has 2 x 4 litre bottles full of a nitrox gas mix. The O2 rich nitrox is allowed to escape into the loop at a fixed rate (Faster than you use the O2 up). Hence these units do bubble occasionally to relieve the extra pressure and only extend the gas by a factor of 4 or 5 over normal Open circuit. They are the cheapest rebreather units and more suitable for diving in the 0-40m range. The second cylinder is used to extend duration and provide bail out supply
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The Closed Circuit Rebreather: These units use electronics and Oxygen sensors to measure the gas and inject just the right amount of Oxygen from the first 3 litre cylinder. Hence they do not bubble  at all except while surfacing. The second diluent cylinder is normally Air and is used to provide drysuit, gas volume on descent and emergency bailout. CCR’s are very efficient (The Inspiration is 40 times more efficient at 20m and over 100

 times at 40m) and by changing the diluent can be used to 100m easily. A good example of a CCR is the Inspiration from Ambient Pressure Diving which offers extended dive times like 3 hours at 20m No Stop!!!!. 

Now don’t just think you can buy one of these and strap it on your back and go diving. They are complicated machines that need careful preparation, setting up and use. They have to be monitored during the dive and introduce new modes of failure. Training is a must and no matter how much diving experience you have you will be a novice again on these units. Doesn’t help they are not cheap either. (Although if you dive Tri mix they are a lot cheaper to fill and run)

The British Sub Aqua Club allows CE certified Rebreather owners to dive under normal club rules with some conditions attached and they can fit easily into the branch. We currently have 2 Inspiration units and 1 Dolphin unit in regular use within the club. If you want a smaller load to carry on dives, less decompression or longer dives, warm moist air to breath, cheaper gas bills, to be able to get closer to the marine life or are just looking for a new challenge in diving, consider a rebreather. Be aware that there is a lot of misinformation and rumour out there about the units spread by the uninformed and those selling competing units, come and talk to those that own units for a more balanced view. We can even offer try dives for those interested.
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For more information visit the following sites:

BSAC Rebreather pages

http://www.bsac.org/techserv/rrc/index.html
Diver Moles Inspiration pages http://www.btinternet.com/~madmole/divemole.htm
Ambient Pressure Diving

http://www.ambientpressurediving.com
Dräger

http://www.draeger.com/com/ST/Prod/DD/products/dolphin.jsp
Azimuth

http://www.rebreather-azimuth.com
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MY BEST DIVE 2002:

James Barrie, Hoxa Sound, Scapa Flow

By Andy Zambanini

Diving the wreck of the James Barrie is probably one of the highlights of any trip to Scapa Flow.  She sank in 1969 after running aground on Louther Rock but now lies on her starboard side at 43m in Hoxa Sound.  I dived her on a beautiful August morning when conditions were absolutely perfect.  Unlike most of the other wrecks in Scapa Flow, it is essential to dive the Barrie at slack, so on the day we dived her, there were already 3 other dive boats on site.  However, all our divers were kitted up and ready to rock-and-roll so the skipper steamed in and dumped all 9 divers in at once.  I think that made him rather unpopular with the other skippers!

My buddy Alistair and I descended the shot and at about 25m we could make out the outline of the Barrie.  As we got closer we realised that we didn’t really need our torches as the horizontal viz was about 15-20m.  A large shoal of bib swam through the holds in the foredeck and we followed them easily as the decking has largely rotted away.  As we made our way along the 40m long wreck we passed the bridge, still intact although its contents had been salvaged long ago.  A few pollack danced in and out of the wheelhouse inviting us to enter.  Although tempting, we had been warned not to enter the bridge as there was a large pool of engine oil on the ceiling. Towards her stern, we looked down at her rudder only to find that the propeller had been removed.  As we returned along her hull towards the shot, I saw an interesting green 

object sitting on the sandy bottom.  I quickly nipped down and retrieved it to discover that it was a UK400 torch that was still in working order!  As we ascended the shot we could see an amazing light show of torches zigzagging across the wreck as 40 divers kicked up the sand and silt.  Not only had we had an amazingly atmospheric and enjoyable dive, but on returning to shore that evening the recovered torch somehow metamorphosed into a cheap bottle of Scotch, but that’s another story…

Scapa Flow is one of Britain's most historic stretches of water - located within the Orkney Islands, off the northeast coast of Scotland. It's sheltered waters have been used by ships since prehistory and it has played an important role in travel, trade and conflict throughout the centuries - especially during both World Wars. 

	££ MANTA EQUIPMENT HIRE PRICES 2003 ££

	Regulators (inc depth/pressure gauge and octopus)
	£7.50

	Cylinders (if returned with air deduct £2.50)
	£7.50

	Buddy BCDs (stab jackets)
	£7.50

	Weights / Weight belts
	£5.00

	Flags
	FREE

	Clean air filter
	£7.50

	Decanting hose
	£7.50

	O2 analyser
	£7.50

	O2 kits (qualified divers only)
	FREE


Note the following club rules for kit hire:

· Hire Prices are Wednesday to Wednesday and kit must be returned to the cage by 9pm Weds

· All kit must by signed in and out by Paul or Andrew

· Kit hire is free for trainees

· Any kit problems - call Paul on 07971 985 130

Injuries by Marine Creatures
Sea creatures can cause various injuries.  Jellyfish, Portuguese man-of-war, corals and sea anemones can cause stings.  Their venom is contained in stinging cells (nematocysts) that stick to the victim’s skin, and this is released when the cell ruptures.  The spines of sea urchins or weever fish may puncture the skin, if trodden on, and become embedded in the foot, usually causing a painful local reaction, though serious general effects are rare.  In some parts of the world, sever degrees of poisoning can occur, giving rise to sever allergic reaction (anaphylactic shock), or paralysis of the chest muscle.  These cases, rarely, may be fatal.

Treatment of Marine Stings
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Pour alcohol or household vinegar over the injury for several minutes to incapacitate stinging cells that have not yet ruptured

(As a diver you could try the infusion method with the alcohol by ingestion. This would then force the sting out of the skin from the inside out. This may take some time; hence that is why some divers prepare the night before)

Or rinse with seawater. Avoid fresh water because it will increase pain. Remove tentacles (that’s TENTACALES) with tweezers. 

Apply to the wound a paste of equal parts of sodium bicarbonate (baking soda) and water. 
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(Add an egg and you have cake, so as an alternative you could cover your self in someone’s packed lunch!! So always remember to bring plenty of cakes)

Dust a dry powder such as talcum powder (always available on dive boats) over the skin around the injury so that remaining cells stick together. 

In case of severe injuries or a serious generalised reaction, contact the emergency service.

Dr Jotty     (Trust me I’m a Doctor)
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Where to find the Manta divers on a Wednesday night after training…

The Frog and Forget-Me-Not pub, Selkirk Rd, Tooting

Training Officer Talks................
Hi everyone

“So what’s been happening in the Manta Training School this last year?” I hear you ask – well, absolutely heaps and stacks and piles actually (in case you’d missed all the activity on Wednesday nights since the start of the year).

You may recall that we had 6 intrepid trainees join the club last November?  I’m pleased to report that all of them have completed their Club Diver training and Clare, Bananas and Laurent are fully certified Sports Divers too.  Well done to Claire, Sabrina, Banana Dave, Laurent, Simon and Rocket for all their hard work and enthusiasm.

So what did we get up to this year? Well, we had a very entertaining trip to Salcombe at Easter weekend (and huge thanks to John, Jeff and Alastair for helping me to run the weekend so smoothly) – we planned 8 dives over 3 and a half days, including a night dive, to some of the south coast’s best diving hotspots.  We’d run the RIB in, got all the gadgets we thought we’d need and even gave the trainees some additional training on how to use a drysuit so they wouldn’t freeze diving in the Channel at the end of March.  And surprisingly, not even 0.5m visibility, leaking dry suits and faulty boat engines has put them off too much yet!
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This was followed by another rather eventful trip to Portland – more awful viz, cold water and poor weather.  In fact, after what turned out to be our last dive of the weekend, we surfaced into conditions not unlike a scene from “A Perfect Storm” – perhaps a bit too exciting!!  Since then we’ve introduced these intrepid trainees some of the better diving the UK coast has to offer from Swanage and Poole – thank goodness!!

We’ve also had six new cross-over divers join the club; Cath, Jo, Lynda, Andrew and Lisa and Ibrahim.  All have joined Manta with plenty of experience of diving abroad and are now convinced that they want to try this diving in UK waters lark!  Let’s make them all feel welcome and encourage them to do lots of diving next season!  And well done to Andrew, Cath and Lynda for completing their Sports Diver training.

On top of all that, we’ve also been busy with some of the more experienced certifications – congratulations are also due to Chris McTernan for completing his Dive Leader and to Alastair Craig for completing his Advanced Diver.  This last is the highest certification attainable within the branch and Alastair’s achievement is to be applauded.  We also have three more divers who are only one or two dives away from attaining the same – great news for the Club.  Lastly, congratulations to Paul Devine for completing his Open Water Instructor certification – more great news for all the members that want some training

We’ll be looking at some skill development courses for later in the year too – again let me know if there’s anything in particular that you fancy.  At the moment, high on the list are Search and Recovery, Boat Handling and Marine Life Identification, so let me know if you are interested.

This is the last TO Talks report I’ll be writing – I have decided to pass the gauntlet to Steve Hawkins this year after 3 years of hard work and fun.  Thank you to everyone that has helped me with training during this time, to all my Instructor team for their patience and time, to Peter for looking after training trip bookings for me, to Paul for being quick to pay training bills and last but not least to John, who has found out the hard way that being the TO’s other half, actually means being the Assistant TO!!  And thanks to all of you for being such great trainees over the last three years!!

See you all soon, hopefully outside the classroom!!

Caroline

BSAC Skill Development Courses
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London Region 2003
These courses are organised by BSAC in and around the London region, during 2003.  Please check each course to ensure you meet the qualification criteria.

INSTRUCTOR TRAINING SCHEME

Come and join the gang and get involved training new Manta members.  You must be a Sports Diver to attend the Instructor Foundation Course, and a Dive Leader to take the Exams.  To book, either call BSAC HQ on 0151 350 6209/ Web: http://www.bsac.org/events/poe2003index.htm

Instructor Foundation Course (IFC)
Min. qual.: Sports Diver

Fee £70

Two-day course based in London. On completion, can teach theory & practical lessons under supervision of Nationally Qualified Instructor.

18/19 January

20/21 September

08/09 February
11/12 October

22/23 March

15/16 November

17/18 May

Theory Instructor Exam (TIE)
Min. qual.: Dive Leader + IFC

Fee £25

One-day course based in London.  Comprises theory exam and classroom lesson exam.


02 March
 09 November


27 April
30 November

Open Water Instructor Course (OWIC)

Min. qual. Dive Leader + IFC

Fee £35

One-day course, combining classroom and practical activities focused on teaching in open water.

26 April (southeast),
27 September (south)


27 April (southeast),
28 September (south)


07 June (south),
11 October (southeast)


08 June (south),
12 October (southeast)

BSAC SKILL DEVELOPMENT COURSES

	Date
	Venue
	Min Qual.

	Dive Planning & Marshalling
	Sports Diver

	22/23 March
	Poole

	17/18 May
	London

	Search & Recovery
	Sports Diver

	26/27 April
	South

	20/21 September
	South

	Combined Nitrox Diver
	Sports Diver + 20 dives

	26/27 April
	Portland

	21/22 June
	South

	First Aid for Divers
	Club Diver

	18 January
	South

	15 November
	South

	Practical Rescue Management
	Sports Diver

	05 April
	London

	06 April
	London

	27 September
	London

	28 September
	London

	Oxygen Administration
	Club Diver

	08 March
	London

	09 March
	London

	27 September
	London

	28 September
	London

	Boat Handling
	Club Diver

	15/16 March
	South

	10/11 May
	London

	113/14 September
	London

	Chartwork & Position Fixing
	Club Diver

	15/16 March
	Brighton


Contact Steve (Training Officer) for details on how to book for these courses.

Manta Divers Boat Report
By John Trumper

This year the club bought a 6metre 115hp rib with insurance money after our old club inflatables were stolen. The club did put extra money towards it but now we have a club boat worth £15,000. This has been mainly stored for free at John Trumper's house with occasional storage at Jeff Cleary’s house. The cost of a dive from the rib was set at £18 per 2-dive day (which includes the £1 per day active diver levy) plus fuel.

This year the rib has mostly been used for training dives, however we have also had some splendid dives out of Poole and Lymington this summer for normal diving. (Betsy Ann 25m, Firth fisher 30m+) As well as a fun trip up the Thames to Greenwich.

We have had up to 10 !! divers and kit onboard, which was too many to get up on the plane, so is not to be recommended. 8 is a struggle with full kit. 6 divers and kit works fine where as 4 plus a driver is great.

We had a great couple of boat handling trips on the Thames and at LittleHampton. We also had the boat out in Salcolmbe Devon for a 4 day long weekend at Easter.

Costs /Problems

Shortly after we first started to use the boat we noticed a problem with an oil leak. John negotiated with the engine supplier and not only got the engine replaced but also recovered £500 compensation, which was paid into the club account.

We have spent £200+ purchasing a spare wheel and fittings for the boat and trailer. We have had no problems with the boat, engine or trailer since the Engine has had its yearly service.
Fuel has averaged out according to the GPS log at just better than 1 Nautical mile per litre of fuel used. This sounds a lot but if only doing a round trip of 13 miles that’s only £10 of fuel between 6 divers. The fact that the boat can do up to 34 Knots also makes the journey time much shorter than a hardboat.

Income

Rib days out 
16 days use  (13 Dive Days out) 

1 Isle of Wight, 
2 Salcombe

7 Poole, 

2 Thames

2 Portland , 

2 Littlehampton

Approximately
 145 Rib dives

some days were 4 divers some were 8!
Approx. Income
£1278 



(18 dives at £7.50 plus 127 dives at £9 per dive)

subject to confirmation by Treasurer

Recommendations
That we use the Rib more…
· It saves you money by providing flexible cheap diving.

·  It means you can dive what you want when you want, (Isle of Wight, Poole, Portland)

· It helps cover its costs the more we use it.
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Here are a couple of Reports of Dives done by the clubs' members in UK water in 2002

HMS MOLDAVIA

By Paul Devine

 The Moldavia was a 9505-ton Liner that became an “Armed Merchant Cruiser” during WW 1. On the 23/05/1918 she was struck by a single Torpedo fired from UB-57 and as a result 57 American Service men lost their lives. Ironically these were the only Americans Killed during the Troop movements across the Atlantic during the War. 

  The Moldavia is 521ft long and lies on her Port side at a depth (according to the Dive Books) of 45m, but I have managed to get 53m on separate Dives using different computers. Her shallowest depth is around 28m which is an ideal depth for your first deep-water stop and also to Deploy your DSMB.

  One of the most striking features of this Dive is the amount of Portholes. There were over 1000 and a lot of these can still seen. She was armed with eight 6in Guns, two of which can still be seen on the Stern pointing straight up.

  This is an ideal Intermediate Tri-Mix Dive, but can be Dived on Air or a weak Nitrox mix.

  Dive Boats from Littlehampton and Brighton run Regular trips out to the Moldavia, all weather dependent of course!

  As the South coast is only an hour's drive from London we tend not to stay down there, but for those who want to stay overnight or go for a weekend, the local Tourist Office is an excellent location for getting phone numbers and addresses of local B&B’s and Hotels. However, during Busy Holiday times you may need to book well in advance.

  The Moldavia is a deep wreck and only those people who are suitably Qualified, and have the proper Equipment, should attempt to Dive on this wonderful wreck. Divers have Died on this wreck so extreme care MUST be taken.

LORD STEWART

By  Peter Holway (smurf)

This wreck was an armed merchantman of 1445 tons-248 feet in length.  She is completely upright on the sea bed laying in 32 meters of water and 9 meters proud of the sea bed, torpedoed by UB-104 on the 16th September 1918 killing one seaman 

On route from Cherbourg to Barry Roads the ship was attached by the ‘U’ Boat on it’s final run back to Germany and was reported to be the Captain’s last kill.

She lies off Teignmouth in Babbacombe Bay and is visited by charter boats out of Exmouth and off local beaches

I have dived this wreck twice, June ’96 then again June ’01. Both dives were in poor vis - dark, 3-4 meters, however, loads of fish life, Pollock, Wrasse, Pouting, loads of jellyfish and covered in anemones.

Because the wreck is upright, swimming through the holds is excellent especially with the shoals of fish encountered on both trips. 

Apparently there has been wedges of phosphorus found on this wreck, which will ignite when exposed to air….best left alone.

Staying in Exmouth, the Dolphin Hotel B&B was good (01395 263832) if I recall £24 per night per person, we dived off a charter RIB the last visit, however, with the club RIB it may well be possible to run our own trip during 2003. Loads of good pubs in Exmouth for grub and air fills local too but parking was tricky.

For those of you interested in being organised and booking early for 2003 trips, here is the dive plan so far:

	Start Date
	End Date
	No Days
	Destination
	Boat (if known)
	No Divers
	Cost1
	Experience level2
	Organiser

	18-Apr
	21-Apr
	4
	Exmouth
	Wave Chieftain
	12
	approx £200
	Club/Ocean+
	Dave Hicks

	26-Apr
	26-Apr
	1
	Training Day
	Club RIB
	-
	
	Trainees
	

	17-May
	18-May
	2
	Plymouth
	Venture
	12
	
	tba
	Peter Holway

	24-May
	26-May
	3
	Falmouth
	Club RIB & Cornish Diving
	18
	approx £150
	Sports+
	Caroline Brown

	07-Jun
	08-Jun
	2
	Lymington
	Club RIB
	6-8
	
	tba
	Jeff Cleary

	14-Jun
	15-Jun
	2
	Training Days
	Club RIB
	-
	
	Trainees
	

	20-Jun
	22-Jun
	3
	Farne Islands
	WaveDancer
	12
	
	All levels
	Andy Zambanini

	05-Jul
	06-Jul
	2
	South Coast
	Club RIB
	6-8
	
	tba
	

	19-Jul
	22-Jul
	4
	Poole
	Dawn Louise
	12
	
	Dive Leader+
	Jeff Cleary

	26-Jul
	27-Jul
	2
	Training Days
	Club RIB
	-
	
	Trainees
	

	02-Aug
	03-Aug
	2
	Plymouth
	Cee King
	10
	approx £110
	Club/Ocean+
	Grahame Pembleton

	23-Aug
	25-Aug
	3
	Pembrokeshire
	12
	
	Club/Ocean+
	Donna Hicks

	05-Sep
	12-Sep
	8
	Red Sea
	Suzanna I
	20
	Arm & Leg
	
	Alastair Craig

	20-Sep
	21-Sep
	2
	Plymouth
	Venture
	12
	
	tba
	Mick Johns/Catharine Shafto?

	27-Sep
	28-Sep
	2
	Training Days
	Club RIB
	-
	
	Trainees
	


	Note 1: Costs inculde an estimate for air and dive levy

	Note 2: Club/Ocean divers on trips depends on there being available & willing Dive Leaders


Please contact Peter Holway if you are interested in subscribing to any of the above trips.

In addition to the above, Catharine Shafto is organising an ad hoc trip to the Isle of Man, in association with Castle Rushen divers on the island. Castle Rushen divers have kindly offered us the loan of their 2 club RIBs midweek while we are there (to qualified boat handlers only of course).

The dates are likely to be late August but are still TBC. The Isle of Man caters for all levels of diver, with plenty of novice dives, such as Sugar Loaf caves, to more advanced wrecks offshore. Viz can be as good as 20m in August and there is also a chance of swimming with the island’s grey seal colony.

Anyone who is interested should contact Cath ASAP (e-mail cvshafto@yahoo.com), and dependent on the numbers and abilities of those interested, further arrangements can be discussed. Whilst travel to and from the island is quite expensive, we may be able to save on the accommodation bill as I have family over there! 

Those also wishing to find out more should 
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speak to those who went last year and check out Brenda’s review on the Manta website.
MANTA TRAINING SCHEDULE 2003

	PRIVATE
Welcome Back Night
	January 22nd 2003


A new item for us, A get together for all members, some presentations and a kit check out in the pool. Photo opportunities with the Putney and Wandsworth Guardian.

***

We are running the following formal training classes this year:

	PRIVATE
BSAC Basic Nitrox 
	January 25th 2003

	BSAC Advanced Nitrox 
	January 25th - 26th 2003

	BSAC Combined Nitrox 
	January 25th - 26th 2003

	BSAC Crossover Training 
	Commencing February 19th 2003

	BSAC Sports Diver 
	Commencing March 126th 2003

	BSAC Dry Suit Training
	Commencing May 14th 2003

	BSAC Dive Leader 
	Commencing May 21st 2003

	BSAC Advanced Diver 
	Commencing September 17th 2003

	BSAC Practical Rescue Management 
	Commencing September 2003


(bold dates are confirmed, italics a guess). Remember to check the website to confirm final course dates.

***

We are also running the following Informal In-house classes:

	PRIVATE
First Aid and Resuscitation 
	January 29th 2003
	Stephen Hawkins

	Dive Marshalling 
	February 5th 2003
	Grahame Pembleton

	Club Boat Familiarisation Theory
	March 5th 2003
	John Trumper

	O2 Therapy
	March 19th 2003
	Grahame Pembleton

	Using the Clubs VHS radio and GPS 
	April 2nd 2003
	Jeff Cleary

	Club Boat Familiarisation Practical
	April 26th 2003
	John Trumper

	Rebreather Familiarisation 
	May 7th 2003
	Stephen Hawkins

	Delayed SMB's
	June 4th 2003
	

	Chartwork and navigation
	July 2nd 2003
	

	Pilotage
	August 6th 2003
	

	Day Trip Planning
	September 3rd
	


ALL members are welcome to ALL theory sessions, you never know you may learn something new!

Schedules are flexible due to the nature of diving but we will do our best to keep to them

***

Public Come and Try it Sessions

	PRIVATE
Come and Try it 
	February 12th and April 23rd 2003


Don’t forget to ask your friends and family if they are interested in giving diving a go!
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Erika-Leigh Haley - Buddy Inspiration Mixed Gas Instructor and Sunset Divers Operations Manager going for a fun dive in the warm waters of Grand Cayman.
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